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RESOLUTION NO. _2009-192

WHEREAS, in 2007, the Florida Legislature passed legislation making Florida a “paper
ballot” state; and

WHEREAS, this required all counties to purchase and deploy an ADA optical scan
(paper) systern by 2012, of which there is currently only one state certified system which meets
this requirement — the AutoMark; and

WHEREAS, the 63 counties that use touch screens to comply with HAVA, will now be
required to purchase the AutoMark or other similar certified system by 2012; and

WHEREAS, the Florida State Association of Supervisors of Elections (FSASE) has
conducted a survey of the counties required to make the voting system change revealing an
estimated cost in excess of $35 million, which does not include the existing debt that many
counties have incurred as a result of voting equipment changes made during this decade; and

WHEREAS, this voting system change will cost Nassau County taxpayers nearly
$200,000 in the 2010-2011 budget; and

WHEREAS, the disability community and many professional associations have joined
the FSASE in adopting the association’s “Position Paper” which supports the extension of this
requirement to be delayed from 2012 until 2016 due to the economic pressures on the Boards of
County Commissioners around the state, the operational impact to Supervisor of Elections’
budgets, and the fact that new technology has not been developed to allow persons with any
disability to vote independently; and

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Board of County Commissioners,
Nassau County, Florida does hereby adopt the FSASE “Position Paper” to delay the requirement
to purchase the AutoMark voting system until 2016,

DULY ADOPTED by the Board of County Commissioners of Nassan County, Florida
this _18th day of November , 2009.
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NASSAU COUNTY, FLORIDA
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Position Paper on Why We Want the Extension to 2016

In 2007 the Florida Legislature, at the request of Governor Charlie Crist and Secretary of
State Kurt Browning, voted to make Florida a “paper ballot” state. For thirteen counties
in Florida, this 2007 legislation resulted in the second voting system purchase since 2001
(punch cards to touch screens and then to optical scan). Part of the legislation (F.S.
101.56075) required the conversion of the ADA voting equipment to a “paper ballot”
based system by 2012. The hope was that by 2012 additional ADA voting systems would
be developed and certified in the state.

The Federal 2002 Help America Vote Act (HAVA) required all counties to purchase a
voting system for each voting location that would be accessible to persons with any
disability. The majority of the counties purchased touch screens with audio ballots. At the
time, touch screens were the only certified accessible voting system in the state.
Currently, there is only one certified optical scan (paper) system that meets this
requirement - the AutoMark. Today sixty-three (63) counties use touch screens and four
(4) counties use the AutoMark.

The Florida State Association of Supervisors of Elections has conducted a survey of the
counties required to make the voting system change by 2012. The estimated cost will be
nearly $35 million dollars. This does not include existing debt that many counties have
incurred from the 2001 and 2007 voting equipment changes. The Association has been
working with the disability community on accessible voting equipment since the
enactment of HAV A, voter education on the accessible voting systems used on Election
Day, and with concerns associated with the 2012 requirement. The disability community
is disappointed that development of new technology, especially to encompass all types of
disabilities, has not occurred since this legislation passed and that the AutoMark is
currently the only “paper based” option available to election officials. Given the choice
between continuing to use the touch screens or convert statewide to the AutoMark, the
preference is to stay with the current systems in the counties and focus on encouraging
voting system vendors and the Department of State to focus on development of a system
that would serve persons with any type of disability during the voting process, especially
with absentee ballots.

The following believe that due to the economic pressures on Boards of County
Commissioners around the state; the operational impact to Supervisors of Elections
budgets; the fact that new technology has not developed to allow any person with any
disability to vote independently; that an extension of this requirement be delayed from
2012 until 2016.

Florida State Association of Supervisors of Elections
Association Legislative position since 2008

Florida Association of Counties
Included in the 2009 FAC Policy Statement

Family Network on Disabilities of Florida
Richard La Belle, Executive Director and member of the State HAVA Plan
Committee




disAbility Solutions for Independent Living, Inc.
Julie Shaw, Executive Director and former Executive ADA Administrator,
Governor’s Working Group on the ADA

Alachua County, Board of County Commissioners
Mike Byerly, Chair
Cynthia Moore Chestnut
Paula M. Delaney
Rodney J. Long
Lee Pinkoson

Baker County, Board of County Commissioners
Michael W. Griffis, Chair
Gordon Crews
Michael Crews
Mark Hartley
Alex Robinson

Bradford County, Board of County Commissioners
Doyle Thomas, Chair
Ross Chandler
Lila Sellars
John Wayne Hersey
Eddie Lewis

Clay County, Board of County Commissioners
Wendell D. Davis, Chair
T. Chereese Stewart
W. Travis Cummings
Douglas P. Conkey
Ronnie E. Robinson

Glades County, Board of County Commissioners
Russell Echols, Chair
K.S. “Butch” Jones
Donna Storter Long
Paul S. Beck
Robert Giesler

Holmes County, Board of County Commissioners
Monty Merchant, Chair
Kenneth Williams
Ron Monk
Jim King
Phillip Music

Lee County, Board of County Commissioners
Ray Judah, Chair
Robert P. Janes
Brian Bigelow
Tammy Hall
Frank Mann




Lake County, Board of County Commissioners
Welton G. Cadwell, Chair
Jimmy Conner
Jennifer Hill
Elaine Renick
Linda Stewart

Marion County, Board of County Commissioners
Jim Payton, Chair
Michael Amsden
Barbara Fitos
Stan McClain
Charlie Stone

Martin County, Board of County Commissioners
Susan L. Valliere, Chair

Doug Smith
Patrick Hayes
Sarah Heard
Edward Ciampi

Miami-Dade County, Board of County Commissioners
District 1 Barbara J. Jordan District 8 Katy Sorenson
District 2 Dorrin D. Rolle District 9 Dennis C. Moss
District 3 Audrey Edmonson District 10 Javier D. Souto
District 4 Sally A. Heyman District 11 Joe A. Martinez
District 5 Bruno A. Barrerio District 12 Jose “Pepe” Diaz
District 6 Rebeca Sosa District 13 Natacha Seijas

District 7 Carlos A. Gimenez

Orange County, Board of County Commissioners
Richard T. Crotty, County Mayor
Scott Boyd
Fred Brummer
Mildred Fernandez
Linda Stewart
Bill Segal
Tiffany Moore Russell

Pasco County, Board of County Commissioners
Jack Mariano, Chair
Ted Schrader
Pat Mulier
Ann Hildebrand
Michael Cox



Palm Beach County, Board of County Commissioners
Jeff Koons, Chairman
Burt Aaronson, Vice Chairman
Karen T. Marcus
Shelley Vana
Steven L. Abrams
Jess R. Santamaria
Priscilla A. Taylor

Putnam County, Board of County Commissioners
Nancy Harris, Chair
Chip Laibl
Kenny Euanks
Ed Taylor
Brad Purcell

Santa Rosa County, Board of County Commissioners
Don Salter, Chair
Gordon Goodin
Jim Williamson
Bob Cole
Lane Lynchard

Sarasota County, Board of County Commissioners
Jon Thaxton, Chair
Norma Patterson
Carolyn Mason
Joseph Barbetta
Shannon Staub

Note: Sarasota County is one of the four counties using the AutoMark.

Sumter County, Board of County Commissioners
Garry Breeden, Chair
Richard “Dick” Hoffman
Doug Gilpin
Don Burgess
Randy Mask

Suwannee County, Board of County Commissioners
Jesse G. Caruthers, Chair
Doug Udell
Ivie Fowler
Billy Maxwell
Wesley Wainwright

Union County, Board of County Commissioners
Karen Cossey, Chairman
Morris Dobbs, Vice-Chairman
Jimmy Tallman
M. Wayne Smith
Ricky Jenkins Updated 10/29/09




